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A Wider Circle conducted its second national survey of household furniture in 
October 2025. We worked with a reputable national survey panel firm to reach 
2000 individuals across the US. Compared to the pilot survey we did months 
earlier - which found that ~66% have experienced furniture poverty in their 
lives and ~32% are currently in furniture poverty -  the numbers in this version 
of research are notably lower due. Yet, the present survey was double the 
participant pool, much more comprehensive in scope, much more rigorous in 
screening and following up on answers. Thus, we believe these findings are 
the most reliable representation of US furniture poverty that currently exists. 
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Context and Methodology

• A Wider Circle, a DC-area furniture bank, is attempting to better understand Furniture Poverty in order to 
bring national awareness to the topic

• We came to this research with two outlined objectives:
• Determine the size of furniture poverty in the United States of America
• Understand the distinct needs and behaviors of people living in furniture poverty

• What is Furniture Poverty?
• The Furnish Together coalition, of which A Wider Circle is a founding member, introduces a standard definition 

of furniture poverty as: ‘the inability to access, afford, or maintain essential household furniture and goods for 
a functional, safe, and healthy home”

• This analysis is based on self-reported, consumer survey data from October 2025:
• The survey is nationally representative and anonymous – respondents do not know who is administering the 

survey and for what purpose.

• The responses were validated and census-balanced on three demographics: Age, race, and region of the US. 

• Survey Methodology
• The survey first determines whether the respondent can be classified as currently in furniture poverty
• If the respondent is not currently in furniture poverty, the survey determines whether they have been in 

furniture poverty in the past
• The questions each respondent sees are dependent on their classification
• The total survey sample is N=2004; 19% are classified as currently in furniture poverty and 11% were 

previously in furniture poverty  



Summary
• ~1/3 of households have experienced furniture poverty in their lives (~19% currently, ~11% 

previously)1

• The majority of those in furniture poverty lack more than one essential furniture item
• Consumers with lower income and larger households are more likely to be in furniture poverty
• Furniture poverty is most often driven by inability to afford essential items, but many consumers also 

report not being able to transport items to their homes or not knowing where to find them
• Instance of furniture poverty in the DMV region is similar to national numbers 

• Most consumers in furniture poverty are taking action in some way to obtain what they need, 
including saving up money and asking for hand-me-downs

• Many are also turning to riskier methods like Buy Now, Pay Later or loans

• ~Half of those currently in furniture poverty report they have sought assistance from an organization 
(most often social services agency or furniture bank) to acquire essential items

• Feeling uncomfortable and/or unsure if they qualify are the largest barriers to seeking assistance
• High demand (e.g. availability issues, long wait time) often prevents people from acquiring items at a 

furniture bank, despite trying
• Consumers cite an opportunity for organizations to offer better financial assistance and transportation 

support, and to increase clarity on what is actually available

• Acquiring essential furniture provides significant benefits to individuals’ perceived health and helps 
consumers feel more rooted in their place of residence, emphasizing the importance of advocating for 
aid for this population



Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

~30% of respondents are either currently lacking or have in the past lacked at least one 
essential furniture item

% of Respondents Who Have Experienced Furniture Poverty
All Respondents, 2025

Currently in Furniture Poverty

Never in Furniture Poverty

Previously in Furniture Poverty

10.6% of the US 
population is currently 
in poverty, according to 

Census.gov



Race Distribution
All Respondents, 2025

People in the African American and Hispanic communities make up an outsized share of 
consumers in furniture poverty 

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
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There are numerous essential furniture items that respondents currently in furniture 
poverty lack 

% of Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty and Lack [Essential Furniture Item]
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty, 2025

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
QFP1. “Do you currently lack any of the following essential furniture items in your place of residence? (Select all that apply)” Answer choices were as follows: “A usable bed”, “A usable couch”, “A usable chair / set of chairs”, “A usable table”, “A usable 
dresser/wardrobe”, “A usable lamp or light source”, “A large appliance (e.g. refrigerator, stove, etc.)”, “Other furniture item important to me - please specify”, “I do not lack any of these items” 



There are instances of furniture poverty across income groups, but it is significantly more 
likely in households with total income below $75K

Furniture Poverty Instance by Income
All Respondents, By Income Group, 2025

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
Consumers who responded “Prefer not to answer” or “No income” to Q13b. “Please think about the year 2024.  Which of the following describes your total annual household income before taxes?” were excluded. Income groups $25K - <$50K and $50K - 
<$75K were combined due to similar instances. Income groups $75K - <$100K and $100K - <$150K were combined due to similar instances. 
Source: A Wider Circle Internal Research
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Furniture Poverty

Never in 
Furniture Poverty

Previously in 
Furniture Poverty

Most people currently in FP with income 
$200K+ report household size of 3+. 
Most are in suburban areas, but few 

who are in urban areas have high cost 
of living (e.g. downtown LA)



Households below the federal poverty line are most likely to have experienced furniture 
poverty but there are several instances in groups above the FPL 

% of Federal Poverty Line
All Respondents, By Ratio of Income to FPL, 2025

Currently in
Furniture Poverty

Previously in 
Furniture Poverty

Never in 
Furniture Poverty

Federal 
Poverty Line

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.  Consumers who reported income higher than $150,000 did not report their exact income and the following income 
approximations were used for those groups: “$150,000 to less than $200,000”: $150,000, “$200,000 to less than $400,000”: $200,000, “$400,000 or more”: $400,000. Income rounded to the nearest $10,000 was used for consumers who reported income 
less than $150,000. Consumers who responded “No income” or “Prefer not to answer” to “Please think about the year 2024.  Which of the following describes your total annual household income before taxes?” were excluded. Consumers who reported a 
total household size more than 20 were excluded.

Federal Poverty Line is dependent 
on total household size:

FPL = $15,650 + ($5,500 X HH SIZE)

http://www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty


There are instances of furniture poverty across household sizes

Furniture Poverty Instance by Total Current Household Size
All Respondents, By Total Household Size, 2025

*Respondents with Household Size of 6 or more are low sample (N = 95)
Respondents who reported total household size greater than 20 were excluded.
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
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Households with children are more likely to be in furniture poverty

Furniture Poverty Status by Household Children
All Respondents, By Number of Children in Household, 2025

*The following groups by number of children are low sample: “3” (N = 93), “4+” (N = 30)
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
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“You mentioned you currently lack at least one essential furniture item in your place of residence. What is the primary reason you do not have these 
items?”

All Respondents Who Currently Lack an Essential Furniture Item, By Total Household Size, 2025

Cost is the biggest barrier to acquiring essential furniture items

I cannot afford a new 
one or a replacement

I do not know how 
or where to find it

I do not have a way to 
get it to my place of 
residence

I just do not want it

Respondents were only asked about the items they selected in response to QFP1. “Do you currently lack any of the following essential furniture items in your place of residence? (Select all that apply)” Answer choices were as follows: “A usable bed”, “A 
usable couch”, “A usable chair / set of chairs”, “A usable table”, “A usable dresser/wardrobe”, “A usable lamp or light source”, “A large appliance (e.g. refrigerator, stove, etc.)”, “Other furniture item important to me - please specify”, “I do not lack any of 
these items”Consumers who selected “Other furniture item important to me” are not shown due to low sample.
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

Respondents who 
selected ‘I just do 
not want it’ are not 

categorized as 
‘Currently in 

Furniture Poverty’



“Which of the following best describes why you were unable to get these items to your place of residence?”
All Respondents Who Are Currently Unable to Get an Essential Furniture Item to Their Residence, 2025

More than half of consumers who are unable to get items to their residence cite basic 
logistical barriers to transporting the items

Consumers were unable to get an essential furniture item to their residence if they responded “I do not have a way to get it to my place of residence” to QFP2. “You mentioned you currently lack at least one essential furniture item in your place of 
residence. What is the primary reason you do not have these items?” for any item(s) they reported currently lacking in response to QFP1. “Do you currently lack any of the following essential furniture items in your place of residence? (Select all that apply)”
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

The cost of delivery or transportation service 
(e.g. renting a car, U-Haul, etc.) was too high

I do not have access to a vehicle large enough to 
transport the item (e.g. car, truck, van, etc.)

I needed another person’s help to transport 
the item(s)

I do not have the space in my place of residence to 
comfortably fit this item

The item was too big 

The place to obtain the item was too far to reach 
by car or public transport

I was unable to disassemble/reassemble the item
I do not have an elevator in my place of residence
I have a physical disability
I am not allowed to have this item in my place of residence 
Other

Logistical
Issues

Size and Space
Issues



“Are you currently doing any of the following in order to obtain these items?”
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty, Select All That Apply, 2025

People in furniture poverty undertake several personal methods of obtaining furniture items

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.



“Have you sought assistance from any of the following places to obtain these items?”
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty, Select All That Apply, 2025

~Half of people in furniture poverty seek assistance for the items they lack

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.



Consumers in furniture poverty cite a variety of reasons for not seeking assistance

Consumers did not seek assistance if they responded “I have not sought assistance from these or any other place” to QFP3. “You mentioned you cannot afford, locate, or otherwise acquire at least one essential furniture item for your place of residence. 
Have you sought assistance from any of the following places to obtain these items?”
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

“Why have you not sought assistance for these items?”
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty and Have Not Sought Assistance, 

Select All That Apply, 2025



“What was the primary reason you were unable to obtain the item(s) from the Furniture Bank?”
All Respondents Who Have Been in Furniture Poverty and Unable to Receive an Item at a Furniture Bank, 2025

Majority of people who are unable to obtain furniture items at a furniture bank cite item 
availability issues and barriers due to high demand

*Consumers who have been in furniture poverty and unable to receive an item at a furniture bank are low sample (N = 90). 
Consumers were unable to receive an item at a furniture bank if they are currently in furniture poverty and sought assistance at a furniture bank or were in furniture poverty in the past and responded “I was unable to obtain the item” to QFP4a. “You 
mentioned you sought assistance for the essential furniture item(s) you lacked in the past at a Furniture Bank. What was the outcome?”
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

Available items were in an unusable 
condition (e.g. broken, torn, etc.)

Long wait time or currently waitlisted

It would have exceeded the number of items 
I was eligible for

I did not meet the eligibility requirements

Item was not available

I could not transport it

The application/vetting process took too long
I could not provide the required documentation
Poor communication from the organization

I could not meet the mandatory/suggested 
donations and/or fees

Other



People in furniture poverty face several challenges before seeking assistance

Strongly 
Agree

Agree

Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

“Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements”
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty, 2025



Improved Logistics for 
Delivery and Transportation

People in furniture poverty believe they would benefit from initiatives targeted at financial 
and logistical support as well as increased awareness of resources

Note: Gemini-assisted verbatim analysis
Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

Direct Financial Aid and 
Vouchers

Increased Program 
Simplicity and Awareness

“Provide financial assistance or vouchers – Offer furniture grants, low-interest loans, or vouchers 
for essential items like beds, tables, and sofas to low- and middle-income households”

“Make furniture more affordable by offering discounts or flexible payment plans. Support 
programs or vouchers for essential furniture would really help people in my situation get what 

they need without too much financial stress.”

“Offer delivery options and moving help to obtain and move in furniture items.”

“Make the transporting service cheaper because of the rates currently they are really bad 
and very costly, many others are also facing the same issue”

“Would be to make process simpler and more accessible, like offering clear information on 
availability, reducing paperwork, and providing affordable or free delivery options”

“Make sure they know about assistance programs and how to access them”

“What is the most important thing that organizations and/or the government could do to make it 
easier for people in your situation to get the furniture they need?”



People in furniture poverty report a resulting negative effect on different aspects of their 
health and social life

Strongly 
Agree

Agree

Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

Disagree

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.

“Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements”
All Respondents Who Are Currently in Furniture Poverty, 2025



Majority of people who were in furniture poverty report an improvement in different aspects 
of their health after receiving furniture

Note: Responses based on population of 2,004 respondents of a nationally representative survey.
A Wider Circle. (July 2026). National 2025 household furniture poverty survey. Retrieved from: www.awidercircle.org/furniture-poverty.
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“Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements about receiving furniture items:
Having these items [...]”

All Respondents Who Were Previously in Furniture Poverty, 2025


